
April 11, 2022

Honorable Frank LaRose
Secretary of State
22 N. 4th Street
Columbus, Ohio 43215

Dear Secretary LaRose,

As poll workers, we write with concern that forcing congressional primaries to be held on May 3,
2022, before the Ohio Supreme Court has confirmed districts’ compliance with the Ohio
Constitution, would prevent them from being fully free and fair. We ask you to advise the Ohio
General Assembly to delay the congressional primaries so that a consolidated primary may be
held with state legislative and congressional districts.

As you have already conveyed, the Ohio Redistricting Commission’s repeated failure to approve
constitutional districts for the Ohio House and Senate has made a unified primary impossible for
May 3. Now, members of the General Assembly are weighing whether to delay the primary in its
entirety or to waste our time, voters’ time, and up to $25 million taxpayer dollars on a second,
unnecessary primary.

As Attorney General Dave Yost and other state leaders have acknowledged, the failure to
produce fair maps has resulted in a constitutional crisis. The General Assembly is playing
chicken with the Ohio Supreme Court’s bipartisan majority in an attempt to force unconstitutional
districts to be used in the primary. Unless districts are ultimately used that comply with the Ohio
Constitution, voters may lose faith with the constitutional system itself, and our government risks
being seen as illegitimate.

As bipartisan Precinct Election Officials, we are committed to upholding the Ohio Constitution
and defending democracy, but we cannot do our jobs on Election Day if elections have already
been rigged with partisan gerrymandering in violation of the Ohio Constitution and in contempt
of the Ohio Supreme Court’s bipartisan majority. Some of us have chosen not to serve on May 3
in order to avoid being complicit with illegitimate elections. Others are willing to serve as poll
workers in an attempt to protect voters from additional harm. Even if the elections themselves
are inherently flawed, voters deserve to be treated with respect and provided with assistance if
they choose to vote. That has been, and continues to be, our greatest motivation.

With the electoral chaos causing so much uncertainty, rushing to use untenable districts for
elections on May 3—when most voters are still not sure what districts they have been drawn
into or who is running on specific ballots—would only cause more confusion. Voters need more
time to be given free and fair choices in order to elect representatives who are truly
representative.

https://www.wsjm.com/2022/03/30/elections-in-limbo-as-redistricting-litigation-drags-on/
https://www.wlwt.com/article/ohios-redistricting-mess-primary-could-be-split-or-delayed/39495188#
https://www.ohioattorneygeneral.gov/Files/About/Departments-and-Offices/Policy-and-Legislation/Memorandum-to-the-Commission.aspx


Without fair districts in accordance with the Ohio Constitution, congressional and state
legislative elections will not be free and fair and should not go forward unless or until the Ohio
Supreme Court has reviewed and approved them.

Thank you,
Your Precinct Election Officials

Mark Bateman, Yellow Springs, Greene County
Mary Theresa Casey, Fauver, Franklin County
James Doug French, Mt. Vernon, Knox County
Dana Fritzsche, Harlem Township, Delaware County
June Hayes, Archbold, Fulton County
Rachel Hazelwood, Russell Township, Geauga County
Kyle Herman, Stow, Summit County
Linda G. Kessler, Powell, Delaware County
Edgar M. Kessler, Powell, Delaware County
Sandra McAlphine, Lebanon, Warren County
Danielle Morris, Columbus, Franklin County
Birgit Nazarian, Granville, Licking County
Jodi Ransom, Columbus, Franklin County
Lisa Redman, Columbus, Franklin County
Charles Rogers, Mt Vernon, Knox County
Janice Silver, New Albany, Franklin County
Amanda Shufelberger,  Mt Vernon, Knox County
Dr. Jo Thompson, Marion County
Andrea R. Yagoda, Concord Township, Delaware County
Rebecca Youngmeyer, Mason, Warren County
Evan Western, Columbus, Franklin County


