
April 20, 2022 

Mr. Brian Sleeth 
President 
Ohio Association of Election Officials 
1421 Hurd Avenue 
Findlay, OH 45840 

Dear Mr. Sleeth: 

We are seeking information relating to your organization’s efforts to counter lies and 
conspiracy theories and protect the integrity of federal elections in your state.  The Committee on 
Oversight and Reform and the Committee on House Administration are investigating partisan 
actors’ weaponization of misinformation and disinformation to subvert free and fair elections.  
Local election officials are crucial to the functioning of our democracy and are the first line of 
defense in protecting election integrity.1  An effective, coordinated strategy at the federal, state, 
and local levels is essential to counter false information that could undermine upcoming 
elections. 

The Committee on House Administration has held hearings and roundtables investigating 
the impact of election-related disinformation.  The Oversight Committee began investigating 
election misinformation following a destructive election “audit” last year in Maricopa County, 
Arizona.  The investigation found that misinformation after the 2020 election in Arizona led to 
dangerous conspiracy theories, threats against local election administrators, and well-funded 
partisan efforts to cast doubt on election outcomes.2  At the Committee’s October 2021 hearing, 
a local Republican official from Maricopa County testified: 

This is without a doubt the biggest threat to our democracy in my lifetime.  If elected 
officials continue to choose party over truth, then these procedures are going to continue 
on, these privately funded government-backed attacks on legitimate elections, and losers 

1 Brennan Center for Justice, Local Election Officials Survey (Mar. 10, 2022) (online at 
www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/local-election-officials-survey-march-2022); Voting Rights Lab, 
Women and Attacks on Election Administration (Mar. 28, 2022) (online at votingrightslab.org/women-and-attacks-
on-election-adminstration/). 

2 Committee on Oversight and Reform, Hearing on Assessing the Election “Audit” in Arizona and Threats 
to American Democracy (Oct. 7, 2021) (online at https://oversight.house.gov/legislation/hearings/assessing-the-
election-audit-in-arizona-and-threats-to-american-democracy). 
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of elections will just go out and find financial backers who will continue to drag these 
procedures on, and unfortunately, that is going to negatively impact our democracy.3  
 
The Committees are particularly concerned by reports over the past year that some state 

officials have relied on false, debunked election conspiracy theories to enact new laws and take 
other steps that could undermine future elections.  Several states have passed laws that 
unnecessarily involve partisan actors in election administration and could lead to the overturning 
of legitimate election results.4   

 
Ohio has taken several steps that restrict Americans’ right to vote in upcoming elections 

and to have their votes counted fairly and accurately.  Ohio House Bill 110, enacted on June 30, 
2021, contains wide-ranging provisions that reduce the effectiveness of election administration 
by prohibiting election officials from collaborating with outside non-government organizations.  
These restrictions hinder election administrators’ ability to receive funding for essential election 
activities such as voter education, registration, get-out-the-vote efforts, absentee voting, and poll 
worker training.5  Troublingly, advocates of H.B. 110 have repeated false narratives about 
election fraud in their push to enact new laws.  For example, through various social media posts, 
state representative Scott Wiggam claimed, without evidence, that the 2020 general election was 
illegitimate and meaningless due to fraud.6 
 

Local and state election officials across the country are playing an increasingly important 
role in countering false election information, including from partisan politicians and from foreign 
actors seeking to interfere in American elections.  One recent media report noted that election 
officials “are no longer just running elections,” and instead have “become full-time myth-busters, 
contending with information threats coming from the other side of the globe—and their own 
ranks.”7  As the Committee on House Administration explored in a February 2022 roundtable on 
mis- and disinformation in the Spanish speaking community, election-related conspiracy theories 

 
3 Id. 
4 Voting Rights Lab, A Threat to Our Democracy:  Election Subversion in the 2021 Legislative Session 

(Sept. 29, 2021) (online at https://votingrightslab.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/20210924-VRL-Election-
Subversion-Report-.pdf); “A Perpetual Motion Machine”:  How Disinformation Drives Voting Laws, New York 
Times (May 13, 2021) (online at www.nytimes.com/2021/05/13/us/politics/disinformation-voting-laws.html). 
Republicans Push Crackdown on Crime Wave That Doesn’t Exist:  Voter Fraud, New York Times (Mar. 17, 2022) 
(online at www.nytimes.com/2022/03/17/us/politics/republican-voter-fraud.html?smid=tw-nytimes&smtyp=cur). 

 5 Voting Rights Lab, A Comprehensive Bill Search (online at 
https://tracker.votingrightslab.org/pending/search) (accessed Mar. 7, 2022); OH H.B. 110.  

6 Statehouse Republicans Have Approved Radical Changes to Ohio Budget Bill, American Civil Liberties 
Union of Ohio (June 11, 2021) (online at https://acluohio.org/en/news/statehouse-republicans-have-approved-
radical-changes-ohio-budget-bill); Ohio GOP Lawmakers, Without Evidence, Cry Fraud on Biden Win, Ohio Capital 
Journal (Nov. 9, 2020) (online at https://ohiocapitaljournal.com/2020/11/09/ohio-gop-lawmakers-without-evidence-
cry-fraud-on-biden-win/).  

7 Election Officials Are on the Frontlines of Defending Democracy.  They Didn’t Sign up for This., Politico 
(Feb. 16, 2022) (online at www.politico.com/news/2022/02/16/elections-officials-disinformation-midterms-
00009285). 
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have become increasingly widespread and may require additional resources to effectively 
counter.8 

 
The Committees are seeking to understand the scope and scale of election misinformation 

in your state, the impact that this flood of false information has had on election administration, 
the risks it poses for upcoming federal elections, and the steps that your organization and local 
election administrators have taken in response.  Our investigation also aims to identify steps that 
federal, state, and local governments can take to counter misinformation and prevent these lies 
from being used to undermine the legitimate vote count in future elections. 
 

Americans’ right to vote is guaranteed by the Constitution, and protecting the integrity of 
our elections is crucial to the survival of our democracy.9  To prevent bad-faith partisan actors 
from subverting election results, it is critical to develop a comprehensive federal, state, and local 
strategy to counter misinformation.  Information from your organization will assist the 
Committees to conduct robust oversight of efforts to counter election misinformation. 
 

For these reasons, the Committees request that you provide answers to the following 
questions by May 4, 2022: 

 
1. What were the most significant misinformation and disinformation claims that 

your organization, or any of its members, encountered after the 2020 election?  
Please describe each claim in detail. 

 
2. What impact have these claims had on the administration of elections in your 

state?  Please describe in detail. 
 

3. Has your organization, or any of its members or staff, been the subject of threats 
or physical or verbal attacks in connection with conspiracy theories, 
disinformation, or misinformation following the 2020 election?  If yes, please 
describe each incident in detail.  

 
4. Did your organization, or any of its members, encounter misinformation and 

disinformation about the ballot tabulation and certification process?  Please 
describe each claim in detail. 

 
a. If the answer to the above question is yes, did that misinformation or 

disinformation result in threats or the disruption of the process? 

 
8 Committee on House Administration, Roundtable on the Impact of Mis- and Disinformation on Elections 

In The Spanish Speaking Community (February 7, 2022) (online at https://cha.house.gov/committee-
activity/hearings/impact-mis-and-disinformation-elections-spanish-speaking-community). 

9 U.S. Const., amend. XV (“The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged 
by the United States or by any State on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude.  The Congress 
shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.”); U.S. Const., art. I, sec. 4 (“The times, places 
and manner of holding elections for Senators and Representatives, shall be prescribed in each state by the legislature 
thereof; but the Congress may at any time by law make or alter such regulations.”).  
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5. Has your organization or its members encountered misinformation or
disinformation in connection with state or local legislative debates over election
laws since the 2020 election?  If yes, please describe each incident and explain
how you responded.

6. What methods or strategies has your organization, or any of its members, used to
counter election misinformation and disinformation?

7. Since January 2020, has your organization or its members received from non-
governmental organizations any support, information, funding, or any other
form of assistance to counter election misinformation and disinformation?  If yes,
please describe which organizations provided the support, the type of support
provided, and whether it was effective.

8. Since January 2020, has your organization or its members received from state
agencies any support, information, funding, or any other form of assistance to
counter election misinformation or disinformation?  If yes, please describe what
agencies provided the support, the type of support provided, and whether it was
effective.

9. Since January 2020, has your organization or its members received from federal
agencies any support, information, funding, or any other form of assistance to
counter election misinformation or disinformation?  If yes, please describe what
agencies provided the support, the type of support provided, and whether it was
effective.

10. Please describe in detail what additional support, information, funding, or any
other form of assistance would be helpful for your organization and its members
to counter misinformation and disinformation during and after upcoming
elections.

The Committee on Oversight and Reform is the principal oversight committee of the 
House of Representatives and has broad authority to investigate “any matter” at “any time” under 
House Rule X.  Also pursuant to House Rule X, the Committee on House Administration has 
jurisdiction over federal elections generally.  If you have any questions regarding this request, 
please contact Oversight Committee staff at (202) 225-5051. 

Sincerely, 

__________________________ __________________________ 
Carolyn B. Maloney   Zoe Lofgren 
Chairwoman  Chairperson 
Committee on Oversight and Reform Committee on House Administration 
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cc: The Honorable James Comer, Ranking Member 

Committee on Oversight and Reform 
 
The Honorable Rodney Davis, Ranking Member 
Committee on House Administration 

 
 


