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Lawsuit Seeks Systemic Change to End Police Abuse and Discriminatory Enforcement 
 
COLUMBUS — A group of local law firms today filed a lawsuit in U.S. District Court against the 
City of Columbus on behalf of more than a dozen people attacked by Columbus police officers 
during recent protests against excessive use of force by the police against people of color. 
 
Tamara K. Alsaada, one of the plaintiffs in the case, explained, “One of the problems we face 
with policing in America is the deep-seated hostility of law enforcement to anyone who 
questions or exposes the racism and violent attitudes of many within police departments.”  
 
 “Like most other police departments in America, the Columbus Division of Police has failed to 
deter or punish its officers for using excessive or unnecessary force against African Americans in 
our city,” said Sean Walton, one of the attorneys representing demonstrators. “This lawsuit is 
the result of the department using extreme and violent tactics against peaceful protestors who 
publicly gathered to oppose and challenge this documented history.” 
 
Chanda Brown, another attorney for demonstrators, stressed, “We have to make changes to 
address the reality that many officers target anyone who questions their authority.” 
 
The lawsuit exposes the deep-seated racism that infects law enforcement and the justice 
system, an institutionalized mindset at the heart of these protests.  This case documents the 
needless and repeated use of aggressive and violent tactics including assault, the indiscriminate 
and improper use of pepper spray, tear gas, wooden bullets, and flash bang grenades directed 
at demonstrators and bystanders. Some officers fabricated criminal charges to maliciously 
arrest protestors and cover up their own unprovoked violence. 
 
Beside damages, the lawsuit seeks systematic changes for the Columbus Division of Police listed 
in the appendix to this release. 
 
A copy of the 81-page Complaint with links to pertinent videos can be found here.   
 
A Zoom press conference will be held today at 1 pm to discuss the Complaint.  
You can join the press conference by clicking: 
https://zoom.us/j/96290072810?pwd=b2hzL2M4NUZPdzhwdmhHRXNsR1dUdz09 
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Meeting ID: 962 9007 2810 
Password: 070820 
 
Permission is granted for all media groups to record the conference.   
 
 


