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January 22, 2020 
 
The Honorable Randy Gardner 

Chancellor 

Ohio Department of Higher Education 

Columbus, Ohio 43215 

Dear Chancellor Gardner, 

 

I write regarding a disturbing set of findings highlighted in a recent report on college access in the State of 

Ohio. According to publicly available data provided by Ohio institutions of higher education to the U.S. 

Department of Education and analyzed by Education Reform Now, a non-profit think tank based in 

Washington, DC, there are a series of high quality Ohio colleges significantly under serving students from 

working class and low-income families overall and as compared to peer institutions with similar if not 

higher academic standards.  

 

I ask for your assessment of the adequacy of college access at the seven institutions Education Reform Now 

highlights as well as statewide, explanation for the low levels of Pell Grant student enrollment at those 

seven institutions as compared to peer colleges, and what the Ohio Department of Education plans to do to 

heighten working class and low-income student enrollment at these particular institutions as well as overall. 

To my mind and I hope yours, college access, affordability, quality, and student body diversity go hand-in-

hand.     

 

According to the new report, although 31 percent of college students nationwide and 30 percent of those in 

Ohio receive Pell Grant aid, which typically goes to students from households with incomes less than 

$60,000 a year, there are seven colleges in our state where the share of Pell Grant recipient ranks alarmingly 

below national and state averages as well as nearby competitor colleges. Consider the following: 

 

 Case Western Reserve: 13% average Pell enrollment rate 2015-17 

 Kenyon College: 9.4% average Pell enrollment rate 2015-17 (worst in Ohio) 

 Miami University: 10.9% average Pell enrollment rate 2015-17 (worst Ohio public college) 

 Oberlin College:  9.5% average Pell enrollment rate 2015-17 (2nd worst in Ohio) 

 Ohio State University: 16.7% average Pell enrollment rate 2015-17   

 College of Wooster: 17.3% average Pell enrollment rate 2015-17  

 University of Dayton: 13.2% average Pell enrollment rate 2015-17   

 

As a point of comparison, over 27 percent of Ohio University’s average freshman class are Pell Grant 

recipients and nearly 36 percent Ball State’s typical class are Pell recipients. In the Big Ten, Purdue, 

Committees: 
Higher Education, 
Ranking Member 
Primary & Secondary 
Education 
Economic & 
Workforce 
Development 

Statehouse: 
Office: (614) 466-1645 

Rep32@OhioHouse.gov 



 

Minnesota, Indiana, Michigan State, and Illinois all enroll larger shares of students from working class and 

low-income families than these seven colleges, according to the Education Reform Now report.  

 

Miami University of Ohio has the second lowest Pell Grant student enrollment rate in the country among 

public colleges, after only College of William and Mary, measured over a three-year period, according to 

the report. Students at Miami University of Ohio suffer academically as well as culturally for the lack of 

socioeconomic diversity there. Moreover, the institution is suffering in national rankings for the same. After 

US News and World Report redesigned its college rankings system to include a measure of how much 

schools help people rise economically, Miami University of Ohio dropped almost 20 spots, which will 

ultimately harm its ability to recruit students. 

 

The access problem is even more acute at some of our private institutions. Kenyon and Oberlin rank in the 

bottom 10 of the more than 2,000 four-year institutions of higher education in the United States when it 

comes to enrolling working class and low-income students eligible for Pell Grant. They do an even worse 

job when it comes to enrolling students who receive Ohio College Opportunity Grants (OCOG). The report 

reveals using federal data, Kenyon and Oberlin enroll, on average, only nine and ten students, respectively, 

each year eligible to receive an OCOG grant.  

 

By way of contrast, Ohio’s Denison University (20.8 percent Pell recipients, according to the report) has 

shown that it is possible for a national liberal arts college to provide access and support to students from 

low-income families while maintaining a high level of prestige. In 2008, Denison’s Pell share was under 

13 percent; in 2017, it was over 23 percent -- proof that institutions can improve access dramatically, if 

their leadership prioritizes it. 

 

All seven of the schools the new report highlights bring great benefits to Ohio, but they also benefit 

tremendously by being here. Ohio taxpayers provide direct financial support to universities, authorize 

receipt of federal grant and loan aid, and provide a host of state tax benefits. It seems to me in return, these 

low access colleges ought to serve a greater share of qualified students from working class and low-income 

families. A bachelor’s degree remains the surest path to a middle-class life and future job security. These 

colleges all can and should be engines of socioeconomic mobility. 

 

Again, I ask for your assessment, explanation, and recommendations for improvement. Ohio cannot wait 

on workforce development. We all lose when our best institutions of higher education are not serving their 

fair share of qualified students from working-class and low-income families. I hope you agree. 

 
 
 
Best Hopes, 
 
 
 
 
Catherine D. Ingram 
State Representative 
32nd House District 


